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(Permanent deafness due to streptococcus suis infection in Kamphaengphet hospital)
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Abstract
Objective : The aim of the study was to

1. Study the evidence of permanent deafness in the patients infected with streptococcus suis.

2. Evaluate the hearing ability and the standing balance of the patients infected with streptococcus
suis.

3. Study the clinical feature and the risk factors of the streptococcus suis infection.

Study design and setting : This is the descriptive prospective observation study of the 3 patients
diagnosed to have the streptococcus suis infection submitted to the Otolaryngology Department,
Kamphaengphet hospital for the first visit during June 2006 - July 2007.The datas were collected from the
patients, medical records and from the questionaire interviewing the patients relative in case the patients
were too sick or admited at ICU. The patients were followed up for 4 times; at 2 weeks, 1 month, 6

months, 1 year and were examined the hearing level and balance system.

Results : This study demonstrated that the 3 patients who had the streptococcus suis infection had the

permanent deafness and loss of balance ability after 1 year followed up.

Conclusion : It was concluded that permanent bilateral severe sensory neural hearing loss and balance
disturbance were the serious complications in the patients infected with streptococcus suis. The most
important risk factor in acquiring infection is contact with pigs or uncooked pig products, we suggested

that adequate cooking is also essential.
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